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Rule 41 .37(c)(1 Real party of interest 

Texas Instruments Incorporated owns the application. 

Rule 41 ■37(c)(1)(ii) Related appeals and interferences 

There are no related dispositive appeals or interferences. 

Rule 41 .37(c)(1 )(iii) Status of claims 

Claims 1-14 are pending in the application with all claims finally rejected. 
This appeal involves the finally rejected claims. 

Rule 41 ■37(c)(1)(iv) Status of amendments 

There is no amendment to the claims after final rejection. 

Rule 41 .37(c)(1 )(v) Summary of claimed subject matter 

The claims 1-9 invention provides a communications device (e.g., phone) 
with both voice-activated dialing and caller identification with audio playout of the 
caller's name. Application pages 5-6 describe the device and its operation: the 
device contains a database of phone numbers and associated name recognition 
templates for voice-activated dialing and also associated audio files of the 
names. Thus when a call is received from one of the phone numbers in the 
database, the associated name audio file can be played out to announce the 
caller's name. Likewise, to place a call to a name in the database, the caller 
merely recites the name, and the associated name recognition template detects 
the name and the number from the database is called. 

The claims 10-14 invention is a method counterpart of the device. 

Rule 41.37(c)(1)(vi) Grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal 
The grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal are: 
(1 ) Claims 1,4-10, and 13-14 were rejected as unpatentable over the Van 

Der Salm reference in view of the Barkat reference. 
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(2) Claims 2-3 and 1 1-12 were rejected as unpatentable over the Van Der 
Salm reference in view of the Barkat and Flannery references. 

Rule 41 .37(c)(1 Kvii) Arguments 

(1 ) Claims 1 , 4-1 0, and 1 3-14 were rejected as unpatentable over van der 
Salm in view of Barkat; the Examiner combined Van Der Salm for audio caller 
identification and with Barkat for voice-activated dialing. 

Appellants reply that there is no suggestion in either Van Der Salm or 
Barkat for combination of the two ideas. In particular, Van Der Salm primarily 
discloses conversion of incoming caller identification information into a distinctive 
ring tone; only one paragraph (page 9, lines 17-28) of Van Der Salm notes 
"Particularly in large networks, it may be difficult to distinguish between different 
music or audio ringing sounds uniquely identifying the calling party. In such 
case another embodiment ... in which the ringing sound takes the form of a voice 
signal outputting the name of the calling party or the type of call, for example." 
Indeed, Van Der Salm emphasizes the algorithmic conversion of caller 
identification information into ring tones to avoid a large memory containing ring 
tones, and this counters any suggestion that a name recognition database (as in 
Barkat) should be combined with Van Der Salm. In fact, Barkat is a voice- 
activated ("hands-free") dialing accessory which can be attached to an existing 
phone and which outputs dialing signals to the existing phone (Barkat column 3, 
lines 44-48). Thus there is no possibility of any caller identification of the existing 
phone using the voice-activated calling database of the accessory. 

Consequently, the references do not suggest either of the independent 
claims 1 and 10; and thus the claims are patentable over the references. 

(2) Claims 2-3 and 11-12 were rejected as unpatentable over van der 
Salm in view of Barkat and Flannery. 

Appellants rely upon the patentability of parent independent claims 1 and 
1 0. Consequently, the claims are patentable over the references. 
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Rule 41.37(c)(1)(viii) Claims appendix 



1 . A mobile communications device comprising: 

a database of telephone numbers, one or more of the telephone numbers 
associated with respective audio files and voice templates; 

voice activated dialing circuitry for dialing one of the telephone numbers in 
response to identifying a match between an audio input from a user and one of 
templates, and for playing the associated audio file in response to said match; 
and; 

caller identification circuitry for detecting an originating telephone number 
associated with an incoming telephone call and, if said originating telephone 
number is associated with an audio file, playing the associated audio file 
corresponding to said match between audio input from said user and said one of 
said templates. 

2. The mobile communications device of claim 1 and further comprising a display 
for displaying name associated with a telephone caller. 

3. The mobile communications device of claim 2 wherein the display further 
displays said originating telephone number. 

4. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said caller identification 
circuitry further plays a distinctive ring associated with said originating telephone 
number if the originating telephone number is not associated with an audio file. 

5. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said audio files are 
recordings of the user's voice. 

6. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said mobile 
communications device is a cellular telephone. 
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7. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said mobile 
communications device is a smart phone. 

8. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said mobile 
communications device is a personal digital assistant. 

9. The mobile communications device of claim 1 wherein said mobile 
communications device is a portable computer. 

10. A method of interfacing with a mobile communications device, comprising the 
steps of: 

storing frequently called numbers in a telephone number database, one or 
more of the telephone numbers in said telephone number database associated 
with respective audio files and voice templates; 

receiving an audio input from a user for dialing one of said frequently 
dialed telephone numbers; 

in response to receiving said audio input, identifying a match between said 
audio input and one of templates and playing the associated audio file in 
response to said match; and; 

detecting an originating telephone number associated with an incoming 
telephone call and, if said originating telephone number is associated with an 
audio file, playing the associated audio file corresponding to said match between 
audio input from said user and said one of said templates. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0 and further comprising the step of displaying name 
associated with a telephone caller. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 and further comprising the step of displaying said 
originating telephone number. 
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13. The method of claim 10 and further comprising the step of playing a 
distinctive ring associated with said originating telephone number if the 
originating telephone number is not associated with an audio file. 



14. The method of claim 10 wherein said audio files are recordings of the user's 
voice. 

Rule 41 .37(c)( 1 )(ix) Evidence appendix 
n/a 

Rule 41 ■37(c)(1)(x) Related proceedings appendix 
n/a 
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